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Keys and Scales  
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Melody  

 

The two basic elements of music that define melody are pitch and 

rhythm. Melody is a succession of pitches in rhythm. The melody is 

usually the most memorable aspect of a song, the one the listener 

remembers and is able to perform. 

 

 



Music in Context  
 

The story behind a song, the context in which it was written, the 

context in which you first heard it, and the past experiences it causes 

you to remember all greatly affect your perception of a song and how 

powerful it is for you. 

How to create a story for music that seems to have none 

When coming up with a story for the music you’re listening to, start 

with the emotions that it rouses in you. Then ask, “Well why does the 

singer/the subject/I feel that way? What’s the source? What’s the 

cause?” And start filling in the blanks from there! 

Another tactic is to think, “What does this music remind me of? What 

does it sound like?” Maybe it reminds you of a past experience, a 

thought, an idea. Maybe it sounds like a march (a war march? a funeral 

march?), a waltz, a romance, a polka. Maybe it sounds like a thunder 

clap, a circus show, a couple arguing, a flower blooming in a ray of 

sunshine. 

Creating a story can make the music more meaningful and more 

powerful. It plays a huge part in how the music is perceived, 

understood, and internalized. Context matters in music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Instrumentation 

 


